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Minnesota Adult Basic Education (ABE)

Eligible Content Policy
Policy Development Date: January 8, 2009
Policy Implementation Date: February 1, 2009

Policy Revised: May 1, 2011
Policy Overview:
Background – The annually updated ABE grant application packet contains information regarding eligible ABE curricula and ‘conditional’ curricula.  The following is an excerpt from the 2008-2009 grant application packet:

ABE Eligible Literacy Skills/Content Areas:

Core Content:


Conditional Content:

Reading   


Citizenship / Civics
    Study Skills, 

Writing



Basic Technology Skills
    Knowing How to Learn

Mathematics

    
H.S. Diploma / GED 
    Creative Thinking/Problem Solving

Speaking

      
Employability Skills
    Personal, Group Effectiveness

Listening

      
Health Literacy
 
    Financial Literacy

ESL / ELL 

     
 

GED / H.S. Diploma

(Conditional Content = supplemental to core content instruction)

All students enrolled in state and federally funded ABE programs must be receiving instruction in at least one of the core content areas.  Conditional content is supplemental to core content instruction. For example, students may receive instruction regarding computer skills ONLY if they are using the computer or software applications to assist them in learning the core content of writing (or one of the other core content areas).
As noted in the computer literacy example above, ABE programs can not count the contact hours of students working on computer literacy curricula, citizenship or any other conditional content, UNLESS the student is currently participating in core content instruction.  
Exception for Conditional Work Referrals – Formerly called the Transitions to Employment category, Conditional Work Referral Adults to ABE are excluded from studying ABE core content.  For a comprehensive list of criteria for serving Conditional Work Referral Adults, please refer to the Conditional Work Referral Policy.
Questions and Contacts – This policy, along with other ABE policies, memos and resources, can be found online at: http://mnabe.themlc.org/ABE_Law_Policy_and_Guidance.html
If you have any questions about the Eligible Content Policy, contact Brad Hasskamp, ABE Policy and Operations Specialist, at (651) 582-8594 or brad.hasskamp@state.mn.us.

