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Welcome to the HiSET Family!

• The HiSET exam available in Minnesota in 2022
• HiSET battery consists of five (5) subtests:

• Reading, Writing, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies
• Mostly multiple-choice questions plus 1 essay

• Computer- or paper-based test formats (CBT or PBT)
• PBT offered as an accommodation or an exception

• English or Spanish
• Accommodated test forms
• Must take test at an official HiSET test center or through the HiSET 

Exam at Home option



The HiSET Exam
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Total test time is over 7 Hours

Reading

50 questions

100% multiple 
choice

65 minutes English

80 minutes Spanish

Writing

61 questions

multiple choice 
(60)

essay (1)

120 minutes 

Mathematics

55 questions

100% multiple 
choice

90 minutes 

Science

60 questions

100% multiple 
choice

80 minutes 

Social Studies

60 questions

100% multiple 
choice

70 minutes 



HiSET Exam at Home Option

https://www.ets.org/s/cv/hiset/at-home/4



Testing Accommodations for Disabilities

• Attention deficit/hyperactivity 
disorder

• Psychological or psychiatric 
disorders

• Learning and other cognitive 
disabilities

• Physical disorders/chronic 
health disabilities

• Intellectual disabilities
• Hearing and visual impairments
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Commonly Approved PBT and CBT Accommodations

Testing Accommodation PBT CBT
Extended time  

Separate room  

Audiocassette or other form of recorded audio


Large Print 

Screen magnification 

Scribe or keyboard entry aide  

Additional supervised break time  

Sign language-interpreted instructions for deaf or 
hard-of-hearing test takers  

Braille 

Refreshable Braille 

Reader  

Screen Reader 



HiSET Testing Accommodations Process

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/test_taker_bulletin.pdf

https://hiset.ets.org/requirements/disabilities/

Review the HiSET Test 
Taker Bulletin and Web site

Reach out to ETS Disability 
Services for support

Determine needed 
accommodations

Complete the 
HiSET Testing 
Accommodations 
Request form and 
gather supporting 
documentation Submit completed request 

to ETS

Applicants are encouraged 
to apply early

ETS Disability Services may 
need more documentation 
before approval

Applicants will receive 
a testing 
accommodations letter 
with registration 
instructions

ETS will coordinate 
with the appropriate 
test center on behalf 
of the test taker
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HiSET Scores

High School Equivalency Passing Scores
• Score at least 8 out of 20 on each subtests

• On the Writing test essay, earn at least 2 out of 6

• Achieve a total score of at least 45 out of a possible 100 points

College and Career Readiness Scores
• Test takers scoring at 15 and above (plus a 4 on the essay) are 

considered college-ready

7



HiSET Reports and Credentials

HiSET Reports
• Individual Subtest Score Report 

• https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/individual_test_report.pdf
• Comprehensive Score Report

• https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/sample_comprehensive_report.pdf

Official State Credential and Transcript
• HSE Diploma
• Transcript
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HiSET Test Taker Bulletin

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/test_taker_bulletin.pdf9
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https://hiset.ets.org/requirements/state 



My HiSET Account

My HiSET Account 
• Create, update and manage profile
• Schedule appointments
• View HiSET score reports

• Individual subtest report
• Comprehensive score report

• https://hiset.ets.org/myhiset

15



HiSET Test at a Glance (TAAG)
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English TAAG 
https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/taag.pdf

Spanish TAAG 
https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/taag_es.pdf



HiSET Test at a Glance (TAAG)
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Writing Essay Scoring Guide and Samples 

• Writing Response Scoring Guide: scoring explanations and rationales 
from 1–6

• English https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/writing_response_scoring_guide.pdf
• Spanish https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/writing_response_scoring_guide_es.pdf

• Scored Sample Writing Responses: examples of scored writing 
responses and rationale of the scores

• English https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/2016_scored_sample_writing_responses.pdf
• Spanish 

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/2016_scored_sample_writing_responses_es.pdf
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Mathematics Formula Sheet

Included formulas: 
• Perimeter/circumference; Area; Volume; Length; Capacity/Volume; Weight

Not included formulas:

Math formula sheet
• English: https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/mathematics_formula_sheet.pdf
• Spanish: https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/mathematics_formula_sheet_es.pdf
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Test Prep Resources

https://hiset.ets.org/resources/prep/20

General prep information
• Study Companion
• Sample Questions
• Scored Sample Writing Responses
• Writing Response Scoring Guide
Practice test companion materials
• Practice Tests – Quick Reference Guide
• Are You Ready to Take the Exam?
• HiSET Practice Test Blank Answer Sheets
• Mathematics Formula Sheet
Free practice tests 
• Language Arts – Reading
• Language Arts – Writing
• Mathematics
• Science
• Social Studies



Helpful Educator Resources

• Quick Reference Guide to HiSET 
Preparation Materials

• HiSET Road Map for Instructors 
• Are You Ready to Take the HiSET Exam? 
• Scored Sample Writing Responses
• Writing Response Scoring Guide
• Find these and more resources at 

https://hiset.ets.org/tcs-
ae/resources/printable/

21



HiSET Test Prep Providers

• Essential Education
• New Readers Press
• Aztec Software
• and many more…

https://hiset.ets.org/prepare/providers/
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Becoming a HiSET Test Center

• Please review the HiSET Program Manual
• https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/program_manual.pdf

• All HiSET test centers 
• Confirm meeting specifications as described in the HiSET Program Manual
• Complete HiSET Test Center forms
• Chief examiners and test administrators will need to complete HiSET e-

Learning
• Existing GED sites are pre-approved
• Additional training and support is available
• No restrictions on other tests at HiSET test centers



HiSET Test Fees

• HiSET battery consists of five (5) subtests
• Test taker pays the HiSET subtest fee plus the test center support fee

• CBT – $13.75 HiSET subtest fee plus $10 test center fee = $23.75 per subtest
• PBT – $18.00 HiSET subtest fee plus $10 test center fee = $28 per subtest

• PBT available as an exception

• MN Subsidy will apply to the HiSET exam
• Retests – each subtest includes two (2) free HiSET retests

• Test taker will still need to pay the test center fee for retests
• Retest credits need to be used within 12 months

• For the HiSET Exam At Home – a $17.50 remote proctor fee replaces the 
$10 test center fee



Questions?

Tanya Haug
National Director, HiSET
tanya.haug@psionline.com

Adam Springwater
Sr. Client Relations Manager, HiSET

• adam.springwater@psionline.com
• ringwater@ets.org 


